The 2026 Haiku Canada Marianne Bluger
Book and Chapbook Awards

Call for Entries

The biennial Marianne Bluger Book and Chapbook Awards have been established in memory of
the late Marianne Bluger. The goal of the awards is to recognize and encourage excellence in
published haiku and related forms (tanka, renga, senryu, sequences, haibun, and visual haiku) in
English

The next Bluger Awards will be presented in 2026.
There will be two (2) categories:
(1) Best English-language book

(i1) Best English-language chapbook*

*A chapbook is defined as less than 50 pages and in the event that the publisher (author) would
like to have it be considered as a book, they will have the right to do so.

For the 2026 Awards, only books published in 2024 and 2025 are eligible

1) three (3) copies of the chapbook must be included along with the entry; three (3)
copies of the book must be included for books.

2) The submission deadline will be January 15% of the year in which the awards are
given. To be eligible, books and chapbooks must have been published during the 2
previous calendar years, as evidenced by the date on the copyright page.

3) Entry forms can be found on the Haiku Canada website, under the Contests Section
— Marianne Bluger Awards in the Contest section.

4) There is no entry fee.

5) The names of the award winners will be announced at that year’s Haiku Canada
Weekend and printed in the fall edition of the Haiku Canada Review.

6) Books may be submitted by the publisher or the author. Publishers/authors may
submit more than one book and/or chapbook per two-year period. Books are to be
sent to the Administrator, who will then forward the books to the awards judges.



7) The competition is open to Canadians and to non-Canadians who are members of
Haiku Canada.

8) Individuals on the Haiku Canada executive are eligible to submit books or chapbooks
for the award. It is only closed to the Administrator and the judges for that year.

9) Haiku Canada reserves the right to not award prizes in any of the categories if there
are insufficient entries (Minimum of 5 entries) or if they deem the quality of the
submissions lacking in merit for that particular 2-year period.

10) As compensation for their services, judges will be entitled to keep the books they are
judging. The same individual may not serve as judge twice in a row. The third set of
books will be deposited at the new Haiku Canada Archives.

11) (1) Books may be haiku or other Japanese-related short form poetry. i.e. tanka, renga,
senryu, sequences, haibun, and visual haiku. Definitions of each of these poetry forms
may be found on the Haiku Canada website.

(i1) Books may contain other forms of poetry, but at least 50% of the total pages must
consist of Japanese-related short form poetry.

(ii1) Books may have more than one author.

(iv) Edited collections and anthologies are not eligible.

(v) Translations from other languages into English are eligible, in which case the
author and translator will share in the prize (50/50). (While the author must be a
Haiku Canada member, it is not necessary for the translator to be a member.)

12) The winners will receive: $250.00 for the best English-language book and $125.00
for the best English-language chapbook.

13) Book entries are to be sent to:

Ruth Kennedy
124 Costello Ave
Nepean, ON
K2H 7C6
Canada
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