1ST PLACE

Easter morning
under the forsythia
a nest of eggs

Nika
Calgary, Canada

2ND PLACE

winter sun
the weight of a chickadee
in my palm

Lev Hart
Calgary, Canada

3RD PLACE

cemetery visit . . .
a leaf blower stirs up
autumn

Carole MacRury
Point Robert, WA, USA

HONOURABLE MENTIONS

(in random order)

apple picking
the scented imminence
of rain

Maxianne Berger,
Outremont, Quebec

soft moonlight
a vixen coaxes

her cub
Marion Clarke
Warrenpoint, UK
night walk

in the forest
I’m a sound
Srini,
Rishi Valley, India

mountain peak
with each step getting closer
to myself

Nadejda Kostadinova
Sofia, Bulgaria

worn leather case
beneath the dust
his violin sounds

Marilyn Potter,
Toronto, Canada

shoreline artist —
a brushstroke of blue
in the seagull’s cry

Matthew Markworth
Miamisburg, OH, USA

wintering light
jars of apricot jam
on a pantry shelf

Dru Philippou
Taos, NM, USA

garden bench
in grandma’s place
a butterfly

Antoinette Cheung
Vancouver, Canada



JUDGE'S NOTES:

1ST PLACE, $100: EASTER MORNING
This embodies the spirit of haiku as the
poet delightfully (and coincidentally) dis-
covers the unexpected in nature, while
seeking to hide her easter eggs. Besides
visualizing new beginnings in spring with
the birth of birds, the yellow forsythia’s
beauty with its brightness calls to mind
the joy and hope of the season.

2ND PLACE, $50: WINTER SUN

The word “weight” carries this haiku, as
although the chickadee is minuscule, it’s a
tough, intrepid creature who hunts and
forages without migrating during winter.
We feel the poet’s sense of wonder in
holding this creature, perhaps even feed-
ing it from the hand, while pondering its
mighty perseverance.

3RD PLACE, $25: CEMETERY VISIT
This haiku evokes the dust of leaves,
bringing us even closer to the concept of
our mortality when visiting the cemetery.
From dust we come and to dust we return,
according to the Bible, and just as the
leaves that fall and decay return to the
soil, we may also contemplate the concept
of transformation.

HMs:

These poems are filled with heartfelt,
sensory episodes, illustrating the
heightened perception of poets in tune
with nature’s subtleties, marvels, crea-
tures, and people. They are testaments
to our common humanity, our nostalgia,
and our quest for comfort and solace as
we slow down, recognize, and appreciate
simplicity and wonder.

OUR 2025 JUDGE:

Charlotte Digregorio is the author of 9
books including Hazku and Senryu: A
Simple Guide for All. Her latest, Wondrous
Instruction and Advice from Global Poets:
How to Write and Publish Moving Poems
and Books and Publicize Like a Pro includes
a huge section on haiku/senryu. She was
honoured by the Governor of Illinois
tor her lifelong literary achievements.
She blogs at www.charlottedigregorio.
wordpress.com, featuring "The Daily
Haiku" by poets from around the globe.

THE BETTY DREVNIOK AWARD

In 2002 this Award was established in
memory of Betty Drevniok (1917-1997),
a founding member and a President of
HC. This year's competition was
coordinated by Pearl Pirie.
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