MARITIME HAIKU GETAWAY
“Between the Tides”
St. Stephen’s University 
8 Main Street, St. Stephen, NB  E3L 3E2
September 4-6, 2026

FRIDAY, SEPT 4th

9:00 – 9:30 am	       Welcome, weekend overview, logistics

9:30 – 10:00 am	        Intro Presenters:
                                           Haiku:  Hans Dringenberg
                                           Haibun:  Carolynn Rafman
			         Haiga:  Rachel Garber
                                           Tanka:  Carole Martignacco 
		
10:00 – 10:15 am            Break 

10:15 – 12:00 	         Master Class I – Haiku, Haibun, Haiga, Tanka
			Learning, Writing, generating new work

12:00 – 1 pm	         Lunch provided, Main Dining Hall

1:00 – 3:00 pm   	         Master Class II – Haiku, Haibun, Haiga, Tanka
				Group Editing, Feedback, Overnight Prompt              
 
3:00 – 3:15		         Break

3:15 – 4:15 pm                Presentation: “How Haiku Came to the West”
                                              with Angela Leuck

4:15  – 5:30 pm               Writing Time

5:30  –  6:00 pm               Free time

6:00 – 7:00 pm                 Dinner provided, Main Dining Hall
	                     
7:00  –  8:00 pm               POETRY READING – Various Presenters



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5th

9:00 – 9:30 		   Ingathering, morning check in

9:30 – 10:45 	Presentation: “Haiku and Metaphor”
                                         with Brian Bartlett
				
10:45  –  11:00	    Break 

11:00	 –  12:30            Master Class III – Haiku, Haibun, Haiga, Tanka 
       Overnight writing, Group edits
                                       
12:30	 –  1:30              Lunch Provided, Main Dining Hall
  
1:30 –  3:00	               Ginkgo Walk (Uniquely Tidal Skutik/St. Croix River)

3:00 – 3:15 	               Break 	            	

3:15 – 4:45 	              Panel – “Exploring Japanese Poetry Forms: 
			      What’s next?” – All Presenters	

4:45– 6:00                 Free Time (writing, rest, socializing)

6:00 – 7:00                Dinner, Main Dining Hall

7:00 – 8:30		  Open Mic – Weekend and Ginko poems


SUNDAY 9/6

9:00 – 10:00		Masterclass IV – Wrap Up
 
10:00 – 10:45          Presentation: “Intro to Renga – Link and Shift”
                                     with Mike Montreuil

~ Check out of dorm rooms/depart for St. Andrews ~

Noon – 1:30		Lunch: 
Kennedy Restaurant, St. Andrews
 Other choices available on and near Water Street.
         
1:30 – 2:00                Haiga Display 
                                    Sunbury Shores Arts and Ecology Centre
                                    139 Water Street, St. Andrews. NB E5B 1A7
                              
2:00 – 4:00               Renga 

4:00			 Closing, Farewells

For those staying in the area, there are multiple optional experiences:  
Kingsbrae Gardens; Sightseeing; Jeep Tours; Swimming at Katy’s Cove; visits to Minister’s Island, Deer Island, Grand Manan, Campobello; Whale Watching (several venues, reserve in advance)


PRESENTER BIOS:

Brian Bartlett has published 8 full-length collections and 8 chapbooks of poetry, as well as 3 volumes of nature writing and a gathering of his prose on poetry. His work in haiku includes several chapbooks and a collection of montages. Brian's books have been honoured with the Atlantic Poetry Prize, the Acorn-Plantos Award for People's Poetry, and a 2025 Al and Eurithe Poetry Prize shortlisting for his most recent collection, -The Astonishing Room-. Born in St. Stephen with generations of Charlottte County ancestors going back to the 1820s, Brian has lived on Halifax/Kjipuktuk for more than three decades. 

Hans Dringenberg is Professor Emeritus at Queen’s University in Kingston ON. He started writing haiku in 2021 and has published in many leading haiku journals and anthologies, including Frogpond, Modern Haiku, Haiku Canada Review, and others. His first Haiku collection, another pinch of pepper, was published by Yarrow Press in 2026. Hans will lead focused sessions for those at the beginner level of writing haiku, featuring examples and writing exercises, with opportunities for reading and peer response. 

Rachel Garber lives in rural Maple Leaf QC, where she pursues her passions for poetry, photography, art, writing and editing. She has an MA in Art Therapy, is a journalist, magazine editor (Townships Sun), and has published poetry and memoir in many magazines and anthologies. Recent publications include One More Day (Yarrow Press 2024) combining haiku and photos, and a recent chapbook Rhubarb and Rachelanne (2026) featuring haibun and photos. Her hands-on haiga sessions will focus on combining poetry with the visual arts, with participants producing their own frameable images. Art materials provided.

Angela Leuck is a poet, publisher and teacher. She is the author of eight collections of haiku and tanka and has edited numerous anthologies. She served as president of Haiku Canada from 2020 to 2026 and has recently moved both her household and her two presses, Shoreline and Yarrow, from Coaticook QC to Chamcook in New Brunswick. Angela returns to this 2nd annual Maritime Haiku Getaway to lead sessions for experienced haiku writers, with intensive focus on honing their craft through writing, editing and peer review. 

Carole Martignacco is a poet, teacher, editor and lifelong lover of the arts. She has taught and directed writing programs and is published in literary journals and anthologies. Her award-winning book, The Everything Seed, is an illustrated origin myth in poetry form. Recent publications include Porch to Porch – A Maritime Haiku Anthology (Haiku Canada 2024), Teasing the Tides (Yarrow 2023), Inside the Bardo – Tanka (Editions des petits nuages 2025). Co-founder of Fundy Bay Writers, she is a regional representative for Haiku Canada in the Maritimes. Her sessions will highlight examples of traditional and modern tanka. Participants will explore their own themes through writing, reading, peer response and revision. 

Mike Montreuil has been writing haiku and other Japanese forms since 2001. After eight years at the helm, he retired as editor of the Haiku Canada Review in Spring 2026. He now serves Haiku Canada as President. His latest haiku book is Needing a Vacation, published by Yarrow Press in 2026.

Carolynn Rafman began her study of zen dharma poetry in New Mexico and writes with the Black Tea haiku group in Montreal. She has a BFA in film studies from Concordia and an MA in Educational Administration from McGill. She directed Montreal’s Women’s Film Festival and recently retired as Program Coordinator of McGill’s lifelong learning centre. She lives in Verdun along the St. Laurence near her grandchildren. Her session will explore haibun as a travel diary using Matsuo Basho’s Narrow Road to the North (oku-no-hosomichi). Participants will write and explore their own themes using the haibun form.


